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WHOLESALE  PRICES  OF  LIVE  POULTRY.  SELECTED  CLASSES, 
CHICAGO.  AVERAGE  1936-40,  AND  1940-41 


CENTS 

PER 
POUND \ 


20 


15 


HENS.  MEDIUM  HEAVY. 

5  POUNDS  AND  UNDER' 


'0  b±±d 

30 


25 


20 


15 


ROASTERS.  BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCK. 
HEAVY.  4  POUNDS  AND  OVER 


JAN.    FEB.     MAR.     APR.     MAY    JUNE  JULY    AUG.    SEPT.  OCT,    NOV  DEC. 

•W££KS  ENDED  DEC.  10  AND  !7 ,  UNDEK  16  POUNDS  AND  18  POUNDS  AND  OYER 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  tSftlCULTURE 


NES.  9970S      tUDEAU  OF  ASRICULTURM.  ECONOMICS 


The  increase  in  supplies  of  chicken  meat  has  offset  a  large  part  of  the  effects 
on  prices  of  the  larger  consumer  incomes  this  fall  than  last.    prices  of  chickens  and 
fowl  in  early  november  averaged  only  slightly  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  while  in  the 
summer  months  they  were  considerably  higher  than  in  the  corresponding  time  last  year. 
Supplies  of  turkeys  this  fall  are  almost  as  large  as  the  record  supplies  in  1940  but 
because  of  the  much  stronger  consumer  demand  turkey  prices  are  averaging  considerably 
higher  than  a  year  ago. 


EGGS 
(  DOZENS  ) 


THE  EGG  SITUATION  AT  A  GLANCE 

PERCENT 


 !  ^  \  

_  CHICAGO  FEED-EGG  RATIO 


-1941 


1940  - 


140 


120 


100 


\  \  1— 

NONAGRICULTURAL 
-EMPLOYEES"  COM  PEN  SAT!  ON  _ 

INDEX  NUMBERS 
(  1924-29  =  100  ) 


CASES 

(  MILLIONS  ) 


 1  \  1 

U.S.  STOCKS  OF  SHELL  EGGS^ 


80 
CASES 

(  MILLIONS  ) 


Average 
1950-59 


CENTS  PER 
DOZEN 

30 


25 


20 


15 


U.  S.  STOCKS  OF 
FROZEN  EGGS^ 


4  1941 


0 

CASES 
(  MILLIONS  ) 

12 


1 

FARM  EGG 
PRODUCTION 

40 

Ave 
195C 

rage  ^ 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

JAN        APR.      JULY  OCT. 


JAN.       APR.      JULY  OCT. 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ACRICULTURE 


A.  tt.  S.  DATi4.  EXCEPT  NOSACHnnjinnAL  EMPLOYEES'  COMPENSATION 
*  Isr.OF  THE  MONTH.    EXCLUDES  U.  S.  D.  A.  HOtblNOS.  BEGINNING  APRIL  T.  n40 

1ST  OF  THE  MONTH.  EXCLUDES  V  S.  D.  A.  HOLDINGS    BEGINNING  JULY  I,  1941 

NEG.    a?7IJ       BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 
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THE    POULTRY    A  !!  T    E  &  (J  SITUATION 

Although  supplies  of  turlreys  for  consw^ption  this  fall  arc  al.xcst  as 
large  as  the  record  supplies  of  19'+0,  v^holesale  prices  of  turkeys  are  averag- 
ing atout  one  fourth  higher  than  a  year  ago.     Supplies  of  chickens  are  con- 
sideracly  larger  this  fall  than  last  "but  prices  have  'bcsn  averaging  slightly 
higher.     Marketings  of  chickens  in  recent  weeks  have  "been  ahout  the  largest 
on  record  and  althoii.gh  current  ccnsuTiption  is  at  a  very  high  rate,  storage 
stocks  are  accu'r.ulating  more  rapidly  than  usual.     Total  stocks  of  roultry  on 
Novemher  1  v;ere  12  percent  over  the  previews  record  for  that  date  in  19^0. 
The  seasonal  peak  in  holdings  will  he  reached  early  in  January. 

Marketings  of  chickens  will  continue  heavier  than  a  year  earlier 
into  19^+2  "because  of  the  lare^e  late  hatch  this  year.     Cor.mercial  "broiler 
output  apparently  is  continuing  even  larger  than  the  previous  record  output 
last  fall.     Chii'ken  prices  are  expected  to  resume  an  upvrard  trend  after  the 
heavj'  fall  marketings  a.nd  for  l'^^2,  as  a  vrhole,  "orices  received  "by  farmers 
for  chickens  ■oro'hahly  vill  average  higher  than  in  19^1. 

Egg  production  is  continuing  even  larger  tlian  the  record  output  a 
year  a^o.     On  I^overaler  1  total  egg  production  was  a"bout  9  percent  larger 
than  a  year  earlier.    E.eceipts  of  eggs  at  micA\'est  -orimarj^  marlcets  in  recent 
weeks  have  "been  a'b'^ut  twice  as  large  as  a  year  earlier.     But  "beca.use  of  the 
heavy  eg--^- "breaking  operations  in  thpt  area,  recei-nts  at  terminal  markets  are 
continuing  a  little  smaller  than  a  year  a,go .     Storage  v;ixhdr?--.vals  of  eggs 
had  "teen  running  considera"bly  "below  normal  "but  in  rec^^nt  v:eeks  increased  con- 
sidera^nly  and  are  nov/  a"bout  as  large  as  those  of  a  year  ago.     Stocks  of 
■privr:tely  ovrr.ed  frx^zen  eggs  on  ITovem.her  1  were  ahout  I3  percent  larger  than 
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on  November  1,  19^0,  tut  stocks  of  shell  Qs:gs  in  private  hands  v/erc  5  percent 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 

Eg.r  prices  advanced  fm'ther  durinf^  the  past  month;  wholesale  prices 
of  fresh  firsts  at  Chicago  in  m.id-Novemher  were  37  cents  per  dozen,  ahout 
60  percent  higher  than  pt  that  time  last  year.     Teed  prices  advsjiced  in  recent 
weeks  "but  the  feed-egg  ratio,  hased  on  Chicago  prices  :'n  mid-Nove;:i'ber ,  wr-s 
ahout  avera-ge  and  was  3uch  more  favorahle  than  a  year  earlier.    Pecause  of 
the  stronger  demand  and  incrersed  purchases  for  lend-lease  requirements, 
egg  prices  are  expected  to  continue  considerably  higher  than  a  year  earlier 
well  into  19^2.     Direct  purchases  "by  the  Department  to  date  this  year  are 
equivalent  to  approximately  6,92lj-,290  cases  of  shell  eggs. 

—  I^Tovemher  IQ,  19^1 

EGa  SITUATION 

EEVI^W  OF  HECSNT  DEWOPI^GITTS 

Average  Rate  of  Lay  Continuing  at 
a  Record  Level 

The  average  number  of  egcs  laid  -per  hen  in  sample  farm  flocks  on 
November  1  was  about  2  percent  larger  than  the  previous  record  for  that  date 
in  I9U0,  and  was  2g  percent  larger  than  the  193O-39  average.     With  about  7 
percent  more  layers  on  farms  on  November  1  than  a  year  earlier,  total  egg 
output  on  that  date  was  about  9  perce':t  larger  than  on  November  1  last  year. 

For  the  month  of  October,   the  average  number  of  layers  on  farms,  29I 
million,  v/as  about  k  percent  larger  than  in  October  19'W.     The  rate  of  lay 
was  2  percent  higher  this  October  than  last,  making  the  total  egg  output  for 
the  month  about  S  percent  larger  than  in  October  19^0. 

Receipts  of  eggs  at  primary  markets  indicate  that  egg  production 
since  November  1  has  continued  larger  than  a  year  earlier.     In  the  Midwest, 
receipts  at  primary  markets  during  early  November  were  running  about  twice 
as  large  as  in  early  November  last  year.     Pieceipts  at  Pacific  Coast  markets 
are  continuing  to  increase  relative  to  a  year  earlier,     Termlna].  market 
receipts,  however,  have  been  running  sma.ller  this  fall  than  last.     The  dif- 
ference in  trends  between  these  tiv'o  tyues  of  markets  is  due  to  the  hea^y 
Purchases  by  the  Govermaetit  in  producing  areas.     Such  purchases  result  in 
a  heav;/  moveiuent  of  eggs  directly  from  country  plants  or  assemblin,^  points 
to  breakei's . 
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lTtim"ber  of  layers  on  farms,  United  States 


1  fcdx 

J  an. 

e  D  . 

• 

Mar  • 

J  une 

Til  i ir  ■ 

0' uxy 

Aug. 

—  cO  , 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Average 

2SU 

2U6 

1930-39 

'•  332 

325 

315 

301 

.267; 

253 

256 

27g 

300 

322 

1933 

:  307 

301 

292 

27  s 

262 

2l+g 

236 

23U 

2U5 

269 

293 

31U 

1^39 

:  322 

316 

306 

292 

276 

260 

2U6 

2U2 

253 

279 

305 

326 

iqUo 

:  332 

327 

31s 

3oU- 

2g9 

270 

252 

■  2U7 

257 

279 

303 

320 

19U1 

:  32U 

31s 

308 

295 

2g0 

266 

25U 

2 149 

263 

291 

Average  nujii"ber  of 

eggs  produced  per 

layer , 

United  States 

Year 

Jan. 

Fet. 

Mar .  ■ 

A-or . 

May 

June  j 

Jul  V  * 

Aug. 

*  Sept . ■ 

Oct: ; 

ITor .  ■ 

Dec. 

"0 . 

:to  . 

:To  . 

Ho . 

:To  . 

ITo. 

ITo. 

ITo. 

ITo.  • 

No-. 

•  ITq.. 

Aver  a  are 

1930-39 

6.6 

S.9 

1^.3 

16.7 

16.8 

IU.2 

12.7 

11.2 

8.9 

6.8- 

5.0- 

■5.2 

193s 

7.9 

9.9 

15.1+ 

17.5 

17.3 

lU.o 

13.6 

11. S 

9.U 

7.5 

■  5.9 

6.U 

1939 

s.o 

9.7 

IU.9 

17.0 

17.0 

IU.6 

13.2 

11.7 

9.3 

7.^ 

•  6.0 

6.8 

191^0 

7.2 

9.0 

lU.U 

16.5 

17. c 

1^.8 

13.^ 

11.8 

9.7 

7.9 

6.2 

6.8 

19  Ul 

8.7 

10.3 

15.0 

16.9 

17. u 

15.1 

13.8 

12.2 

10.0 

8.2 

Total 

farm  production  of 

eggs , 

Unite 

d  Ste 

tes 

Year  [ 

Jan.  [ 

Fe"b.  j 

Mar .  '\ 

A-or .  \ 

May  \ 

June 

Julyl 

Au-g. 

\  Se-ot.  \ 

Oct. ; 

Nov .  \ 

Dec. 

I-Iil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

capes 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Average : 

6.0 

S.O 

12.5 

13.9 

13.2 

10.5 

P!  Q 
0.7 

7.6 

6.U 

5.2 

\  1 

h  7 

193s  \ 

6.7 

S.3 

12.5 

13.5 

12.6 

10.3 

8.9 

7.6 

6.U 

5.6 

■  U.g 

1939  : 

7.2 

8.5 

12.6 

13.8 

13.0 

10.6 

9.1 

7.8 

6.5 

5.7 

5.1 

6.1 

19^0  : 

6.7 

8.2 

12.7 

ll^.O 

13.7 

11.1 

9.U 

8.1 

7.0 

6.1 

5.2 

6.0 

19^1  : 

7.9 

9.1 

12.? 

13.9 

13.5 

11.1 

9.7 

8.5 

7.^ 

6.6 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 


Direct  P^urchases  of  Eggs  tv  the  DeT)artment 
This  Year  ITcv  Nearly  7  Million  Cases 

The  Department  has  continixed  to  purchase  shell  e^gs  as  well  as  dried 
6??s;  purchases  of  frozen  eggs  have  "been  discontinued  until  further  notice. 
Uried  e^^gs  riake  up  the  largest  "oroDortion  of  present  purchases,   though  T?art 
of  such  purchases  are  made  for  delivery  early  in  19^2.     Monthly  production 
o?  drlc^.  egp;  pr-o-^-no.hs  now  is  over  3  ir.illion  pounds  compared  to  100,000  pounds, 
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or  less,  per  month  in  the  late  fall  of  19^0.     The  approximate  shell-egg 
equivalent  of  all  eggs  and 'egg 'products  .  piirchased  directly  "by  the  Department 
to  the  middle  of  Fovember  was  6,9^^,290  cases.     The  following  table  shows 
direct  purch.ases,  "by  the  Department  and  quantities  purchased  indirectly  "by 
redeeming  "blue  stamps. 

Purchases  of  eggs  hy  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  l^Ul 


Shei: 


Date 

:        Direct  : 

Blue  Stamp 

:  Frozen 

Dried 

■  ■  — 

P'J.1  C-lci  b  K  S  . 

T^l  1       ^  Vl  0        0  0 

P  J.X  0  J-lci  S  "  S 

: .  Cases 

Cases' 

1 , 000  rounds 

1,000  pounds 

Month  - 

Jan  

U,oo3 

120,067 





Fe"b  

173,003 

132,933 



— 

Mar  

72,191 

157.000 

;  Apr  

336,925 

173,000 

May  

■  39^,711 

169,700 

15,527 

gUo 

June   

3S , 401 

ISU.lOO 

6,2!+0 

735 

Jiily   

316,535 

160,900 

U2,2lg 

U,750 

Aug  < 

96,736 

'  199.633 

2,205 

6,525 

Sept  

88,150 

132,967 

5.5^6 

Oct  : 

92,395 

I2,6g7 

Week  ended  -  ■: 

'Nov.     S  ■: 

7,700 

9S9 

15 

1,600 

g26 

Total   ' 

1,676.350 

i,Ugo,300 

66,190 

32,897 

Withdrawal  of  Stora ge  Stocks  Increased 
in  Recent  Weeks 


Up  unti 
eggs  was  runni 
withdrawals  we 
part  of  0cto"be 
a"bout  average-, 
were  only  5  pe 
cent  in  earlie 
lTovem"ber  1  v/er 
ings  of  shell 


1  ahout  mid-Octo'ber  the  net  out-of-stora^-e  movement  of  shell 
ng  much  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  and  in  some  weeks  the  net 
re  the  smallest  in  more  than  20  years.     Beginning  in  the  latter 
r  the  out-movement  increased  considera"bly .  and  now  is  running 
Storage  stocks  of  privately  oximed  shell  e-irgs  on  IJovem'ber  1 
rcent  smaller  than  a  year  ago  compared  with  as  much  as  15  per- 
r  months.     Holdings  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  on 
e  Ig  .percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  making  total  hold- 
eggs  a"bout  7  percent  smaller  than  on  November  1,  19^+0. 


Although  the  out-of-storage  movement  of  frozen  eggs  has  been  r^uinin- 
about  average,  privately  oi«med  stocks  on  November  1  were  about  12  percent 
larger  than  on  November  1,  19^0.     The  Department  o>/ned  the  equivalent  of 
3,60g,000  cases  on  November  1  this  year  whereas  on  November  1  last  year  no 
frozen  eg^rs  were  held  by  the  Department, 
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Eggs:  Storage 


in  th3  United  States  and  storage  movement 
at  2b  mrkcts 


:  United  States: 

0-at- 

-of-sto 

rcige  movement,  vc 

ek  endin 

ig  as  of 

19^'^l 

Year 

:        stocks  : 

Cct.  : 

ITovemb.^r 

:  -^cc. 

:  Oct.  1:  Nov.  1: 

25  : 

1 

:  S 

:     15  : 

22  : 

.  2i_ 

:  6 

:  1,000  1,000 
;  cases  cases 

1,000 
cases 

1,000 
cases 

1,000 
cases 

1,0^0 
case  s 

1,000 

,  Crises 

1,000 
cases 

1,000 
case  s 

Shell 

1930-39 

:    6,572  U,592 

321 

35U 

35'^ 

367 

33U 

315 

303 

I9U0 
I9U1 

Frozen  ; 
Atg  rago  ; 
1930-39  ! 

;l/5,133  1/3, 'a? 
■i/^'^^^i';  3.271 

3,036  2,6S8 

2Q6 
271 

jjy 
332 
3^6 

361 

313 
306 

373 
35s 

300 
331 

22U 
3U8 

1939  \ 

19^0  ; 
19^1  : 

3,^71  2,979 
3,737  3,195 
3  A,  261  2/3^203 

2.' 

S2 
73 
19s 

72 
81 

57 
31 

96 

ei 
101 

77 

68 

85 

69 
102 

51 

7^ 

Agricultural  Clarke  ting  Service  data. 

1/    iixcludes  United  States  Department  of  Agric-olturc  holdings  as  follows: 

Octo^Der  1,  I9U0,  901,00c  cases;  I\'ovem'bcr  1,  1940,  717,000  cases;  October  1,  19^1, 

595,000  cases;  November  1,  19^1,  586,000  cases. 
2j  Preliminary. 

^/    Excludes  United  States  Department  of  Agrica).ture  holdings  as  follows: 

October  1,  191+1,  837,000  cases;  rovember  1,  I9UI,  7£1,000  cases. 


Egg  Prices  Adva'-cad  Further  During 
the  Past  Month 

Wholesale  egg  prices  advanced  further  during  the  last  half  of 
October  and  first  part  of  November  as  recei-.ots  declined  seasonally  and 
purchases  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  continued  large.    Fresh  firsts 
at  Chicago  increased  about  5  cents  per  dozen  from  mid-October  to  m.id-Hovcmber 
and  are  nov/  about  lU  cents  (6C  percent)  higher  than  a  year  ago.    Price  ad- 
vances at  other  max'kets  were  about  proportional  to  the  average  advance  at 
Chicago, 


The  avorng-e  price  received  by  farmers  in  •lid-October  (jl,o  cents) 
was  about  8  cents  higher  th.an  a  year  earlier  and  v/as  84  percent  of  the  Octo- 
ber parity  price. 


Price  per  dozen  received  "by  faraers  for  eggs.  United  States 


Year 

;  Jan. 

•  1?  : 

1-ier. 

11, 

:Apr.  ; 

;Ce,its 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents  ( 

Ave  ra^G 
1930-39 

22.  S 

is.g 

16.1 

Ib.O 

193s  ! 
1939 
I9UO 
I9UI 

21.6 
:  18. g 

IS. 3 
.  19.7 

IS.U 
iS.l 

20.2 
16.8 

lb. 2 

lo.O 
15. U 

l3.H 

15.0 

15.0 
19.7 

.3  ^sn^s 


Agric-lttiral  Marketing  Service  dr-ta. 

Iiaports  of  3g:gs  from  Argent ina 

The  relatively  high  egg  prices  in  this  ccor.tr'-  during  the  past  fcv/ 
months  ha,ve  resulted  in  iirports  of  eggs  frori  Ar-~e-.ti;-;a.    Sgg  prices  in 
the  United  States  have  "been  r-anning  consideraDl.y  higlier  th-an  a  y  iar  earlier 
since  last  April  and  recently  have  been  at  the  seasonal  high  level.  Prices 
of  eggs  in  Argentina  and  adjoining  South  Amorican  cd^tries,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  at  the  seasonal  lov/  level.    The  seasonal  variation  in  egg  prices 
in  ■'Argentina  is  aocut  as  pronounced  as  in  this  coijntry  Imt  the  pattern  of 
variation  is  reversed  teca/ase  the  seasons  are  opposite.    In  the  next  few 
months  egg  prices  in  the  United  States  probably  v/ill  decline  somev/hat  from 
the  present  level  cs  production  increases  seasonally,  v/hercas  prices  in 
Argentina  v/ill  rise  as  production  drops  off  with  the  coming  of  summer  and 
early  fall  in  that  country.    Under  these  conditions  imports  .of  eggs  into 
the  United  States  frou  A:;'gentina  ma.:'  cear.e. 

Tariff  rates  on  poioltry  products  a-nd  eggs  vero  not  changed  by  the 
Argentine  Trade  Agreement  which  wont  into  effect  on  Kovembor  l^. 

Q,uantities  of  cg?s  imported  in  some  m.onths  have  been  large  relative 
to  receipts  of  donostic  eggs  a.t  specific  markets.     Such  imports,  however, 
probably  have  had.  relati'^ely  little  effect  on  domestic  egg  prices  since  it 
is  unlikely  that  -ootal  irrrports  exceeded  1  percent  of  the  monthly  domestic 
supply  of  eggs.     Dcpa.rtmont  of  Commerce  data  on  total  current  imports  of 
eggs  will  not  be  available  for  several  weeks,  but  the  Arricvlt-aral  i-trket- 
ing  Service  reports  that  about  gU,000  cases  of  eggs  were  received  at 
New  York  from  South  American  countries  during  October.    For  tnis  year  up 
to  November  5  about  2^0,000  cases  of  eggs  were  received  at  New  York  from 
South  America.    These  receipts  are  not  included  in  the  data  on  receipt  of 
eggs  at  New  York  City. 


OUTLOOK 


.    IRtVCKC-F.Oul^S.  -  Per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  in  the  United 
States  in  19^0  was  the  largest  in  marly  a,  decade.  Egg 
prices  in  that  yecr  averaged  only  slightly  higher  than  in 
1939  despite  the  larger  consumer  incomes.    Prices  received 
by  farmers  for  eggs  continued  at  a  relative l3r  low  level 
during  the  first  quarter  of  But  since  last  April  egg 


prices  liavc  "bean  advancing  steadil".    The  f ood-ior-def ense 
prOf*ran  was  a,nnounced  in  early  April  and  large  Government 
purchases  have  "^een  in'ide  under  the  Lend-Lease  Act.  To 
ass-uxe  a  large  T;rodu.ction  of  eggs  in  13^^-2  the  Department  has 
announced  t'l^it  prices  received  ty  farners  icr  eggs  will  "be 
supported  at  not  less  than  85  percent  01  parity  through 
I^eceaber  Ti,  13^'-2. 

The  outlook  for  eggs  during  the  rcmaindor  of  this  yoar  and  in  19^+2 
vas  discur.ser]  i-i  detail  in  the  September  issue  of  The  roiiltry  and  Sgg 
Situation.     Since  there  has  "been  little  chang3  in  the  general  sitr^cion  dur 
jjig  the  past  several  vcelrs,  the  principal  points  concerning  the  outloolr  aro 
outlined  belov,', 

(1)  V'ith  favorable  v^eather,  egg  production  this  fall  and  vint'-r  vil 
continue  even  l^rg^^r  than  the  record  output  of  a  year  eixrlior, 

(2)  The  number  of  layers  on  farns  has  been  increasing  for  several 
months  relative  to  a  year  earlier  rnd  by  January  cloec  to  10  percent  more 
layers  will  be  on  farms  than  in  Jaji'oary  19'+1.     I  1  addition,  because  of  the 
large  lav?,  hatch  this  year,  a  larger  number  of  p-dlets  v;ill  be  avn.ilable 
for  addition  to  l^-ing  flocks  aft-^r  the  first  of  -oho  y'":ar.    The  prospective 
increase  in  layers  is  largely  the  basis  for  expectirig  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent  in  total  egg  output  in  19'.-2.    With  such  an  ir.crr-ase  the  production 
goal  of  about  U  billion  dozen  eggs  in  19^'-2  vo-'Jild  be  reached. 

(3)  Purchases  by  the  Departcent  of  Agricuture  for  lend-lease  pur- 
poses in  I9H2  are  expected  to  total  about  a  half  billion  dozen  eggs,  or 
about  lo-3/^l  million  cases  (approximate  sholl-egg  eq_uiva.lent)  •  Supplies 
of  eggs  for  domestic  cc}isu'Trption  in  15^2,  hov/ever,  are  ox;occtod  to  be  as 
large  as  average  for  recent  years,  or  perhaps  a  little  larger. 

(h)    Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  next  y  :;ar  ere  expected  to 
average  som.evrhat  higher  thaix  in  Ij'-l,     The  prospecti^'-e  stronger  average 
consToner  demand  in  19^-2  v/ill  be  supplemented  by  the  rjinounced  purciiase  pro- 
gram,   Zl-gg  prices  v/ill  be  influenced  to  some  extent  alse  by  movements  in 
the  general  price  level, 

(5)     The  focd-cgg  ratio  is  expected  to  continue  favorable  for  egg 
production.     Some  costs  will  be  higher  in  19^2  tlirn  they  have  been  this 
year,  but  all  things  considered  it  should  be  more  profitable  than  avora^-e 
to  produce  eggs  next  year.    Cash  farm  income  from  eggs  in  19^2  v;ill  be 
materially  larger  tha::  in  I9U1, 


THE  POULTRY  SITUATION  ATA  GLANCE 


CENTS  PER 

POUND 


JAN.       APR.      JULY  OCT. 

A.  M.  S.  DATA  ^  FIRST  OF  THE  MONTH 

U.  S.  DEPABTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


JAN.       APR.      JULY  OCT. 

*  INCLUDES  BROILERS,  FRYERS  AND  ROASTERS 

NEG.    39452        B  U  R E A U  OF  AG R  I C U  LTU  R A L  ECONOM  I C S 


Figure  2 
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FOTILTP.Y  SITUATION 
EEVIEW  CP  SSCSNT  DSTOLOPI-ENTS 


Eatchery  Output  Coiitinuing  Lar^e 

The  demand  fcr  chicks  for  specialized  "broiler  and  fryer  production 
is  continuing  unusually  strong  and  the  hatc'nery  output  of  "balDy  chicks  is 
"being  maintained  at  a  hi^^h  level,    A'bout  60  percent  more  chicks  were  produced 
"by  commercial  hatcheries  in  Octo"ber  this  year  thaji  in  that  month  in  19'i-0, 
The  output  in  Octc"ber  exceeded  the  previous  record  for  that  month  "by 
15  percent.     IXiring  the  first  10  months  of  19^1  a'bout  1,009  million  chicks 
were  produced  hy  coirjnercial  hatcheries,  27  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier 
and  lo  percent  more  than  the  previous  record  for  that  period  osta"blishod  in 
1939. 

Farm  Marketings  and  Torainal  Market  Receipts 
of  Po^iltry  Much  Larger  than  a  Year  Ago 

Receipts  of  live  young  chickens  at  midwest  prinarj'-  na,rkots  in  recent 
vreeks  have  "been  a'bout  5O  percent  larger  than  receipts  a  year  earlier.  This 
proT:a'bly  reflects  an  increase  in  the  avero,ge  weight  of  "birds  sold  as  well  as 
an  increase  in  num'oers,  since  conditions  this  year  have  favored  feeding  to 
heavier  v-'eights. 

Receipts  of  fov;ls  also  have  increased  in  recent  vieeks  and  nov;  are  a 
little  larger  than  those  of  a  year  ago.     The  increase  in  fov/l  marketings  is 
due  in  large  part  to  the  fact  that  fov;ls  v/ere  retained  on  farms  during  the 
past  summer  and  early  fall  to  increase  egg  production. 

Receipts  of  dressed  poultry  (fresh  and  frocon)  at  the  four  principal 
markets  during  the  first  10  months  of  19^1  v;erc  a"bout  as  large  as  in  the  same 
months  a  year  earlier.    But  in  recent  v/oeks  receipts  at  these  na,rkets  1:d.vo 
"been  as  much  a.s  one  fourth  larger  than  in  corresponding  vreeks  of  19^0  and  the 
largest  on  record  for  those  weeks.     These  data,  of  course,  include  receipts 
of  turkeys  and  other  classes  of  poultry  as  v/oll  as  chickens  a^d  fowls,  Ihe 
novGment  of  turkeys  nay  liave  started  a  little  earlier  this  year  tha:i  last. 

Receipts  of  dressed  poultry  at  four  markets 

 (ITgw  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Sostcn)  

  Iv'eok  ending  as  of  IQ^l  ■ 


Year 


Average 
1930-39 

^939 
"^9^0 
I9H1 


-SejDt, 


Oct. 


Nov 


20 


27 


11 


IS 


2^) 


15 


22 


_Dec^ 
6 


1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  ~ 1,000  1,000  1,000 
pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds 


6,238  6,627   7,238   7,387    7,6Ul  7,788   9,101  18,931  25,187  13,766  9,8^6 

7,371  7.530   8,526   7,733    8,U38  9,^70  11,7^1  28,200  23,999  12,^71  9,^51 

8,478  8,^03    9,5^8  10,327    9,796  9,350  12,256  29,526  25,818  16,500  13,656' 

8,082  8,35^  10,150  10,865  10,951  11,756  13,^05  23,63^+ 


Agric^iltural  Marketing  Service  data. 
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Storage  Holdings,  Evrn  LsTf.er  than  the 
Record  Holdings  of  Last  Year 

The  net  into~storage  movement  of  all  poultry  in  October  v/as  a'bout 
one  third  larger  than  the  previous  record  in  OctolDer  19^0,  and  data  for  the 
26  markets  indicate  that  this  margin  h^s  teen  at.  least  maintained  during  early 
Hovcmher,    On  Novemhsr  1  holdings  of  "broilers  and  fryers  wore  36  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  while  stocks  of  roasters  were  up  kS  percent  from 
ITovemher  1,  19^0.    Stocks  of  fov;ls  wore  3  percent  larger  than  on  Novcmhcr  1, 
19^0,  but  holdings  of  turkeys  (at  the  soasonal  low  point)  were  32  percent  ] 
smaller  thoji  on  Uovemher  1  last  year. 

Poultry:     Storage  stocks  in  the  United  States  and 
storage  movement  at  26  markets 


Year 

:    United  States  . 
'  stocks 

Into 

-storage 

movement,  woo 

k  ending  as  of 

194l 

Oct. 

• 
• 

Fov. 

Dec. 

5  Oct.  1  : 

In'OV.   1  . 

'  25 

:      1  : 

8  : 

15  • 

22    :  29 

6 

:    1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,00c 

1,000 

1,000  1,000 

1,000 

;  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

■po-'arids 

pomds 

nounds 

pounds  po-onds 

pounds  • 

Average 

1930-39. 

!  55,192 

70,^12 

3,117 

3  Ml 

3,864 

^,39S 

7,086  10,062 

9,085 

1939  ! 

!  63,i6U 

79,22g 

3,03s 

6,629 

5,392 

9,456  17,462 

9,166  ' 

I9U0  ! 

90,gU2 

114,257 

3,681 

4, 596 

5,081 

6,887  I5,s45 

13,009 

19^1  ! 

96,701  y 123, 071 

6,169 

7,255 

8,096 

5,^77 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 
1/  Preliminary, 

Fowl  and  Chicken  Prices  Lower  in 
HovemiPer  than  in  October 

'n/holesale  prices  of  live  young  chickens,  of  heavier  weights,  declined  a 
littlo  furthor  in  the  last  half  of  October  and  in  the  first  part  of  llovomber. 
In  mid-November  the  price  of  heavy  colored  roasters  at  Chicago  was  the  same 
as  a  year  earlier  nxid.  about  a  half  cent  lovrer  than  in  mid-October.    Prices  of 
medium  weight  spring  chickens  also  declined  a  little  during  the  past  month 
but  in  mid-November  wore  somewhat  higher  than  a  year  earlier.    Prices  of  live 
fo\irls  declined  from  1  to  2  cents  during  the  m.onth  ended  in  mid-November,  but 
they  are  still  2  to  3  cents  higher  than  in  November  194o.    The  average  price 
received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-October  was  l6,0  cents  per  pound, 
20  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  and  2  percent  above  parity. 

Price    per  pound  received  by  farm.ers  for  live  chickens, 

United  States 


Tear 

•  Jcai,' 

J.  y  • 

Feb, : 

15  : 

Mar. : 
15  : 

Apr,: 

15  : 

May  : 
15  : 

June: 
15  : 

July: 
15  : 

Aug. : 

15  : 

Sept. : 

15  : 

Oct. : 

_  15_1 

Nov. : 

.15  : 

Dec,  ■ 

15  — 

:Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Average  • 
.  1930-39  . 

!  i4.o 

l4.2 

14.4. 

15.0 

1^.7 

l4.4 

l4.i 

l4.0 

l4.3 

13.7 

13.3 

12.9  ■ 

^^1958 

1939  ! 

1940  ; 

1941  1 

!  16.7 

l4.o 
'  12.0 
.  13.7 

16.0 
l4,2 
12.2 
l4.0 

15-9 
14.3 
12,8 
14.4 

16,2 
i4.4 

12.9 
15.7 

16.1 

13.9 
13.6 

l6.1_ 

15.7 
13.4 
13.3 

iL3_ 

15.0 

13.7 
13.6 
16.8 

l4,2 
13.0 
13.4 
16.3 

l4.3 
13.6 
13.7 
16.3 

13.6 
12.7 

13.3 
16.0 

13.6 

12.4 

13.1 

13.6 

11.7 
13.0 

Agric-oltural  Marketing  Sei^ice  data. 
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Poultry,  live:    VTliolGsalc  price,  "by  classes,  at  ChicagOi  average 
1936-Uo  and  sslcctcd  dates  I9U0  and  I9U1 


Class 


J Average: 
:  1936-^40: 


i;OV, 


Cents 


Over  5  pounds  ,:  l6,6 

5  pounds  and  under  l3.3 

Leghorn  ;  11,6 

spring  chickens:  : 
^  pounds  and  over  ; 

Colored   15.0 

White  Rock   ,:  l6,3 

Barred  Rock  ,  :  15,9 

Under  k  pounds  : 

Colored   :  lU,9 

Vfliite  Rock  !  l6,7 

Barred  Rock  , , ,  :  16, 6 

Broilers:  : 
2-1/2  pounds  and  under: 

Colored  :  17, S 

^^hite  Rock  :  19,5 

Barred  Rock  :  19,2 

Ihirkeys :  : 

Young  hong   ,..,.:  19 . 3 

Young  toms   :  16,9 


19^^0 

19^1 

t 

Oct,. 

• 

• 
• 

Nov,  . 

Doc,  ] 

• 
• 

Oct, 

t  Woo 

k  ending 

Jan.  , 

« 

iNov.l: 

Nov.  8: 

Nov.1'5 

Cents 

Cents 

Cent? 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents  Cents 

Cents 

15.1 

13.1 

10. s 

1^.9 
12,  b 
10.2 

15.5 
13.5 
10.9 

16.9 
18,0 
13.2 

19.0 
17,2 

1^.7 

18.1 

15.9 
lU,2 

18.2 
15.2 
13.2 

18.0 
lU,2 
12,6 

lU,2 
15.7 
15,^ 

lU.g 
16.0 
15.^ 

16.5 

18.0 
17.6 

18.1 
19.6 

19. s 

15.7 
17.0 
16,9 

15.2 
16,2 

16,7 

15.0 
16,2 
16,0 

lU.g 
16,5 
15.5 

13.9 
15.0 
15.8 

15.8 
16,1 

16.1 

17.7 
17.6 

17.6 
18.9 

19.5 

17.0 
18,5 
19.1 

17.1 
19.2 
20.5 

17.0 
19.0 
20,7 

16,2 
17.3 
19.5 

16.2 
12.1 
18.0 

16.3 
18.6 

18,7 

16,6 
17.5 
17.9 

17.2 

18.0 
18,0 

18.9 
20.1 
21.2 

19.0 
20,5 

21.5 

19.0 

20,5 
21,2 

17.6 
18,3 

19.7 

18,5      17.5      IS. 2  18.6 
15.^  1/1^.7  1/15.^  1/15.5 

22. U 
20,7 

21,0 
19.5 

21,0      23.  2 

18,5  1/20.^ 

Computed  from  quotations  in  Chicago  Price  Current, 

1/  Computed  from  all  quotations  on  young  toms,  including  classes  by  weights. 


Chicken  Pricpg  En  to  nrt  Incrrasod  as.  Mac  h 

as  Pricoa  of  Sof.c  0 the r  Li^ej t£cic  Products 


-The  material  improvement  in  demand  during  the  past  year  has  resulted 
in  mixed  trends  in  prices  received  "by  farmers  for  varioi\s  livestock  products. 
On  the  "basis  of  a  comparison  of  0cto"ber  prices  this  year  with  those  of  19^0, 
prices  received  for  "beef  cat'tle  increased  the  least  and  prices  for  hogs 
increased  the  most.     Chicken  prices  load  increased  slightly  more  th^  prices 
of  beef  cattle.     Increases  in  supplies  of  chicken    and  "beef  have  partly 
offset  the  effects  on  prices  of  the  stronger  demand  for  those  products. 
Supplies  of  "beef  are  large  chiefly  "because  of  the  largo  increase  in  cattle 
feeding  during  the  past  year.     The  cycle  of  chicken  production  is  a"bout  the 
shortest  of  all  cycles, of  livestock  enterprises,  and  as  illustrated  this 
year,  the  supply  can  "be  increased  materially  in  a  few  months.    Supplies  of 
chicken  meat  this  fall  and  winter  as  'a  whole  will  he  something  like  I5  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier.    In  view  of  this  increase  and  the  25  percent 
increase  in  consumer  income,  the  increase  in  chicken  prices  this  fall  over 
last  compares  favorably  v/ith  increases  in  prices  of  other  farm  products, 
•The  average  price  received  "by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-October  was  20 


percent  higher  than  in  Oc  to  liar  19^0,    The"  products  showing  the  largest  . 
adv.nices  in  prices  are  those  also  showing  only  slightly  larger  supplies 
this  year  than  last,-   Supplies  of  some  products  are  smaller,  - 

The  incron,se  in  cash  farm  income  from  chickens  will  compare  favoralDly 
with  increases  in  cash  farm  income  from  other  sources  despite  the  fact  that 
the  increase  in  chicken  prices  this  fall  over  last  is  among  the  smallest  of. 
.all  commodities.    Farm  marketings  of  chickens  this  year  pro "baoly  will  "be 
som.e thing  like  10  percent  larger  tlian  in  19^0  and  the  average -price  received 
in  19^1  will  average  a  little  more  than  20  percent  higher  than  in  19-^i-O, 

OUTLOOK  -  CHICKSNS 

EACKG-?X)IJK[D,>.  Domestic  supplies  of  chickens  in  19^40  'were  'sm.aller 
■•  than  in  1939         prices  received  by  farmers  for  clii'ckens 'during 
19^0'  increased  relative  to  a  year  earlier.    This 'encouraged 
further  expansion  of  the  speciali2;ed  "broiler  and  'fryer  industry. 
The  numher  of  chickens  raised  on  farms  this  year  'al'so  •increased 
considerahly.    The  r.arketing  of  chickens  is  ahout  'at  the  • 
seasonal  peak  now  and  the  increase  in  supplies  ov'crr -last  year 
has  offset  a  large  part  of  the  effects  on  prices  of  the  much  ■ 
stronger  demand  this  fall  than  last, 

■    The  outlook  for  chickens  during  the  remainder  of  this  year  and  in 
19^2  wa-s  discussed  in  detail  in  the  September  issue  of  The  Poultry  and  Egg 
Situation,     Since  there  has  "been  little  change  in  the  outlook  during  the 
past  month  or  two,  the  -principal  points  "bearing  on  the  future  are  outlined 
belov;, 

(1)  The  market  riovement  of  this  year's  record  chicken  crop  is  about 
at  the  seasonal  peak  and  will  continue  larger  than  a  year  earlier  during  the 
rest  of  19^1  and  into  19^2,    The  record  farm  marketings  for  the  next  few 
months  r.ay  be  supplemented  by  an  even  larger  commercial  broiler  output  than, 
that  of  the  winter  of  19U0-U1, 

(2)  Although  specific  encouragement  is  not  being  given  to  the  broiler 
industry  for  an  increase  in  production  it  is  lilcoly  that  tho  total  output 
will  be  increased  over  that  of  a  year  earlier,    Tho  capacity  for  producing 
broilers  has  been  ejrpandod  considerably  since  last  winter  so  that  even  if  - 
existing  facilities  v/ere  operated  at  a  lov;er  rate  this  year  than  last  the 
total  output  might  be  greater.    It  is  impossible  to  dotermdne  how  much 
additional  output  \-jould  be  desirable  in  the  long  run  and  it,  therefore,  seems 
particularly  hazardotis  to  expand  facilities  materially  at  this  time, 

(3)  Expansion  of  tho  poultry  industry  has  boon  encouraged  primarily 
to  obtain  increased  supplies  of  eggs.     It  is  expected,  however,  that  the 
num.bcr  of  chickens  raised  on  f arr.s  in  19^2  will  be  larger  than  this  year' s 
number.    The  slaughter  of  farm  chickens  in  19U2  is  expected  to  approach 
750  million  head  (the  tentative  goal  established  for  chicken  slaughter), 
about  10  percent  more'  than  the  probable  slaughter  this  year,    Chis  level 

of  slaughter  will  be  closely  approached  even  if  the  nur.bor  of  chickens  raised 
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on  farms  in  19^2  is  no  nore  than  6  to  g  percent  larfer  than  the  nuri-lDer  raised 
this  year.    The  cocDinsd  slaug-hter  of  farm  chickens  and  comracrcial  "oroilcrs 
naiy  increase"  as  uo.ch  as  13  or  ih  percent  in  15'+2  conparod  to  19^1.    This  does 
not  mean  tiiat  the  total  laatch  is  G:xpcctod  to  increase  "by  13  or  ih  percent. 
The  increase  in  chicken  slaui^iter  in  15^2  conpared  to  this  year  will  "be 
Ic'^jgor  than  the  increaf^c  in  the  total  liatch  "oecausc  fcv/1  marketings  in  19^2 
very  likely  v/ill  "be  larger  tl^an  thoy  'vero  this  ^■'ear,  and  n-jTibers  of  ch-ickens 
on  farms  nay  increase  only  moderately  next  year  compared  with  a  probahle 
increase-  of  50  million  head  or  more  during  19^1. 

(h)    Prices  of  hca"^'  young  chickens  declined  i>rith  the  increase  in 
marketings,  and  v/holesr2e  prices  of  such  classes  now  are  little  different 
from  prices  a  ye.ar  ago.    Prices  of  almost  all  classes  of  yoiir.g  chickens 
prohably  will  rise  durirri  the  course  of  the  next  fev;  months  as  r.arketings 
declino  seasonally.    The  large  storage  stocks  in  prospect  will  tend  to  limit 
the  extent  of  the  increase.    For  19^2  as  a  whole  it  is  expected  that  average 
prices  received  "by  farm.ers  for  chickens  v/ill  average  higher  than  in  19^1. 

TU3EEYS 

Supplies  of  turkeys  for  consumption  this  fall  are  almost  as  large  as 
the  record  supplies  a  year  earlier.    The  numher  of  turkeys  raised  on  farms 
this  year  is  expected  to  be  slightly  (0,3  percent)  larger  than  the  numher 
raised  in  19^0  (excluding  the  r.rre  thrji  a  million  hirds  lost  in  a  stom  last 
year),  and  turkeys  are  expected  to  average  sli---^tly  heavier  this  year  than 
last.    It  is  likely,  hov/ever,  tliat  supplies  of  neat  will  not  he  as  large  this 
fall  as  last  "because  more  turkeys  v/ill  he  carried  over  into  19^2  than  were 
carried  over  into  19^1,  and  cold  storage  holdings  of  turkeys  this  fall  sjce 
smaller  than  a  year  ago.    At  the  seasonal  lov/  point  in  holdine^s  on  Novemher  1, 
United  States  storage  stocks  of  turkeys  totaled  U  million  pounds,  about 
one  third  less  than  on  iTovemoer  1,  19^0, 

Wholesale  prices  of  turkej'-s  have  oeen  averaging  ahout  one  fourth 
higher  than  a  year  ago.    The  increase  in  prices  of  toi.s,  however,  is  about 
douhle  the.  increase  in  price  of  hens.    The  price  of  youiig  toms  at  Chicago  in 
nid-lTovem.her  v/as  about  3o  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago  while  hens  were 
pjbout  17  percent  hJ.gher  than  in  mid-lTo venter  19^.    In  19^0  larger  price 
differentials  v/ere  established  in  order  to  move  the  heavier  birds.  This 
year,  v/ith  the  i.rach  stronger  consumer  demand,  the  various  weights  are  selling 
at  moro  nearly  the  sane  price.     In  addition,  Goverr^nent  purchases  for  per- 
sonnel in  the  Arr;.y  and  Navy  are  much  larger  this  year  than  last  and  consist 
of  a  large  proportion  of  heavy  birds,  - 

Tho  m.ovement  of  turkeys  to  r.arkGt  started  in  volume  in  early  ITovemher, 
Prices  paid  to  farmers  are  reported  to  be  rurjiing  ahov.t  one  third  higher  than 
those  of  last  fall.    The  average  price  received  b»y  farm.ers  for  turkeys  in 
nid-Octoher,  1S,S  cents,  v/as  28  percent  higher  than  in  October  last  year. 
As  a  result  of  these  favorable  prices  and  the  scarcity  of  eggs  last  spring, 
it  is  expected  that  more  hroeder  hens  v/ill  bo  saved  this  year  than  last. 
This  would  form  the  "basis  for  a  considerable  exoansion  in  turkey  production 
in  19^12, 
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Price  per  pound  received  by  farmers  for  live  tur-:ey3 ,  Vnited  States 


,  Jan. 

:  Feb. 

:  Lar. 

Apr. 

:  lis  y  • 

June : 

July: 

Aug. 

Sept. : 

Oct. 

:  i-ov. 

Dec. 

Year 

:  15 

:  15_ 

:  15 

:  15 

15  : 

15  : 

15 

15  : 

15 

:  15 

15 

:Cents 

Cents 

Jents 

Cents 

Gents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

C  ent  s 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Average 

1935-59 

17.2 

16.8 

16.5 

16.2 

15.5 

14.7 

14.6 

14.4 

15.3 

16. 1 

17.2 

17.5 

1938 

17.5 

17.7 

n,z 

17.0 

16.4 

15.6 

15.7 

15.0 

16.0 

16 . 5 

17.1 

ir.4 

1939  ! 

18.5 

17.5 

17.6 

16.9 

15.6 

14.7 

14.4 

14.3 

15.4 

15.3 

16.0 

15.6 

1940 

14.2 

14.0 

13.7 

13.5 

15.2 

12,9 

12.9 

13.4 

14.3 

14.7 

15.5 

15. S 

1941  : 

15.5 

15.1 

15.2 

15.5 

15.4 

15.4 

15. B 

16.1 

17.5 

1  -J  .  u 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 


FEED  SITUATiCIJ 

The  October  1  supply  of  feed  grains  for  l''41-42  was  120  nillion  tons, 
the  largest  total  in  over  20  years.    The  feed  grain  supply--  per  orLinal  unit  is 
expected  to  be  slightly  srrialler  tiian  that  of  last  year  but  18  percent  above 
tne  1928-32  average. 

Prices  of  feed  grains  and  v)&i\y  of  the  byproduct  feeds  advanced  during 
the  past  3  weeks,  after  declining  during  September  and  the  first  half  of 
October.     Prices  of  all  feeds  ere  considerebly  hign-^r  than  a  year  ago,  but 
corn  prices  have  advanced  relatively  less  tha:i  prices  of  other  feeds. 

The  cost  of  the  poultry  ration,  based  on  Chicago  v;holesalc  prices, 
advanced  in  recent  weeks  but  this  rise  v/as  r.iore  than  offset  by  tlie  advance 
in  egg  prices  and  the  feed-egg  ratio  declined  furtiior.     This  ratio  is  much 
more  favorable  than  a  year  ago  and  about  as  favorable  as  the  10-year  average. 

Feed-egg  ratio  at  Chicago 

(Dozens  of  eggs  required  to  buy  100  pounds  of  poultry  ration) 


Year 


d  an . 


i/iav 


Aug. : Sept. : 


Vjeek  ending  as  of  1941 

oc+r;  : 


i-OV. 


25  : 

31  : 

30  : 

27  : 

11  : 

18  : 

25  : 

1  

:     8  : 

_15  : 

22  : 

29 

Doz, 

Doz . 

Doz . 

Doz . 

Doz . 

Doz . 

Doz , 

Doz . 

Doz . 

Doz . 

Doz . 

IjOZj_ 

-verage 

L93C-59 

5.70 

7.11 

6.07 

0 .  w  0 

4.84 

4.75 

4.10 

4.03 

4.09 

4.23 

1939 

•  6.G5 

7.45 

6.13 

6.3J 

5.73 

5.29 

5,13 

4.75 

4.65 

4.62 

4.73 

5.68 

1940 

5.38 

7.02 

6.7B 

6 . 02 

6.19 

6.21 

O  m  -J  O 

5.61 

5.90 

5.76 

5.54 

4.53 

1941 

7.16 

5.83 

5.13 

or) 

4.83 

4.56 

4.61 

4.55 

4.39 

4.14 

De 
27 


4. 


6. 


1.52 


igricultural  Marketing  Service  data. 
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DOI-ESTIC  DElfLWID 

The  demand  for  farm  products  is  expected  to  show  sone  improvement  from 
recent  levels  over  the  next  few  months.     Some  additional  increase  in  indus- 
trial production  and  employment  should  occur  during  the  winter,  bringing 
further  gains  in  consumer  incomes.     Food-f or-def ense  pxir chases  in  general  are 
expected  to  be  increased,  and  some  recovery  from  the  recent  slump  in  specu- 
lative demiand  is  indicated. 

The  general  level  of  wholesale  prices  has  shov.Ti  no  definite  trend  since 
mid-September,  follov/ing  the  broad  advance  of  the  preceding  6  months,  but 
this  halt  to  the  general  rise  very  likely  is  temporary  and  the  upward  trend 
v:ill  be  resur.ied.     The  rise  in  the  farm  and  food  groups  of  products,  hov/ever, 
is  likely  to  be  much  more  moderate  than  during  most  of  1941. 

Total  nonagricultural  employees'  compensation. 
United  States 


(Index  mombers  1924-29  =  100 ) 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Har .  _ 

Apr .  '  I  .ay 

June 

July.* 

.Aug.  \  Sept .  \ 

Oct.  , 

!Tov.  _ 

Dec . 

Average . 
1930-39 

83.2 

83.2 

84.1 

84.0  84.6. 

84.6 

81.0 

81. G  84.0 

86.1 

84.9 

85.7 

1939  : 

1940 

1941 

94.4 
101.4 
115.2 

94.6 
101.1 
115.5 

£6.6 
102.6 
119.9 

95.5  96.2 
102. S  104.7 
121.9  126.5 

£8.9 
105.3 

TOO  Q 

94.7 
102.4 
127.9 

96. G  100.1 
104.7  109.0 
Io0.4]/l35.7 

104.5 
113.3 

104.7 
113.2 

106.5 
117.3 

Adjusted 

for  seasonal 

variation 

Average • 
1930-39 

84.3 

84.2 

84.0 

C3.6  83.8 

84.0 

83.7 

84.0  33.7 

83.9 

83.9 

84.0 

1939 
1940 
1941 

95.4 
102.6 
117.5 

96.0 
102.5 
120.2 

96.7 
102.7 
120.7 

95 . 4     96  , 6 
102.7  104.3 
121.3  127.0 

98.9 
105.1 
150.3 

98  .  3 
106.4 
131.9 

•  99.6  99.6 
106.0  108.6 
1 5  5. 2  y  13  3.  9 

101.5 
109.9 

102.6 
110.7 

103.5 
114.1 

Based  on  data  from  the  Departm.ent  of  Coivunerce  and  t;;e  National  Bureau  of 
Economic  Research. 


l/  Preliminary. 
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ILDEX  0?  SPECIAL  SUBJECTS  DISCUSSED  IM  TIIE 
POULTRY  AID  EGG  SITUATION 


Page  Issue 

Poultry  producers  and  the  1942  farm  progran    4-6  October  1941 

Outlook  for  turkeys,  1941-42    IIo  page  no.  October  1941 

Outlook  for  chickens  and  eggs  in  1942    "      "      "  September  1941 

Nonagricultural  employees'  compensation,  a  new- 
measure  of  consum.er  demand    20         September  1941 

Ifnolesale  prices  of  live  fowls  and  chickens  at  Chicago: 
Index  numbers  of  seasonal  variation,  and  price 
differentials  between  various  market  classes  of 


16 

August  1941 

Differentials  bet^'reen  Chicago  iA,tiolesale  prices  c^' 
hens  and  prices  of  specified  market  classes 

14- 

20 

July  1941 

Wholesale  prices  of  live  fov^ls  and  chickens  at 

14 

■  June  1941 

A  moving  seasonal  adjustment  for  egg  prices   

13 

Eay  1941 

14 

March  1941 

Estimated  storage  margin  on  shell  eggs  per  dozen, 
averages  191G-o5  and  1925-34,  annual  1935-40  .. 

8 

February  1941 

Eggs  , per  dozen:     Estim.ated  storage  iiiargin,  191G-37 

9 

■  February  1,193 

Geographic  location  of  storage  stocks  of  eggs  ... 

6 

-8 

December  1940 

Geographic  location  of  storage  stocks  of  poultry 

11 

November  1940 

Factors  affecting  the  average  price  received  by 

15- 

16 

October  1940 

10- 

13 

May  1,  1940 

10- 

11 

December  4,193 

